
 

 

© Published by Alberta Queen’s Printer 

E-mail: qp@gov.ab.ca 
Shop on-line at www.qp.alberta.ca 

Alberta Queen’s Printer 
Suite 700, Park Plaza 
10611 - 98 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB T5K 2P7 
Phone: 780-427-4952 
Fax: 780-452-0668 

Province of Alberta  

 
 
 

Extract 
 

Alberta Regulation 256/2020 
 
 

Current as of December 2, 2020 

HEALTH PROFESSIONS ACT 

 

FUNDING FOR TREATMENT AND 
COUNSELLING REGULATION 

 



 

 

Copyright and Permission Statement 

Alberta Queen's Printer holds copyright on behalf of the Government of Alberta 
in right of Her Majesty the Queen for all Government of Alberta legislation.  
Alberta Queen's Printer permits any person to reproduce Alberta’s statutes and 
regulations without seeking permission and without charge, provided due 
diligence is exercised to ensure the accuracy of the materials produced, and 
Crown copyright is acknowledged in the following format: 

© Alberta Queen's Printer, 20__.* 

*The year of first publication of the legal materials is to be completed. 

Note 

All persons making use of this document are reminded that it has no legislative 
sanction.  The official Statutes and Regulations should be consulted for all 
purposes of interpreting and applying the law. 



 

 

 

(no amdt) 

ALBERTA REGULATION 256/2020 

Health Professions Act 

FUNDING FOR TREATMENT AND  
COUNSELLING REGULATION 

Table of Contents 

 1 Definitions 
 2 Eligibility 
 3 Colleges must provide information 
 4 Treatment or counselling provided prior to complaint 
 5 Selecting treatment or counselling providers 
 6 Conditions for regulated health professional 
 7 Conditions for unregulated counselling professional 
 8 Approval or denial of funding 
 9 Providing funding 
 10 Limitations 
  11 Maximum amount of funding 
 12 Notification and summary of available funding 
 13 Recovery of funding 
 14 Cessation of eligibility for funding 
 15 Notice of dismissal 
 16 Continuity of funding 
 17 Coming into force 

Definitions 
1   In this Regulation, 

 (a) “familial relationship” means a relationship with any of 
the following persons: 

 (i) a parent or guardian, including a step-parent; 

 (ii) a spouse;

 (iii) an adult interdependent partner as defined in the 
Adult Interdependent Relationships Act; 

 (iv) a child, including a step-child; 

 (v) a grandparent, including a step-grandparent;  
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 (vi) a grandchild, including a step-grandchild; 

 (vii) a sibling or step-sibling; 

 (viii) an extended family member of either the patient or 
the patient’s spouse or adult interdependent partner, 
such as an aunt, uncle or cousin; 

 (b) “funding” means, for the purposes of Part 8.2 of the Act 
and this Regulation, funding for treatment and 
counselling; 

 (c) “funding college” means the college to which a request 
for funding is made under this Regulation; 

 (d) “regulated health professional” means a health 
professional regulated by the Act or the Health 
Disciplines Act, and includes a health professional 
regulated by equivalent health statutes in other Canadian 
jurisdictions; 

 (e) “SOMB” means the Schedule of Medical Benefits 
prepared and published by the Department of Health and 
approved by the Minister; 

 (f) “treatment or counselling provider” means a treatment or 
counselling provider selected under section 5; 

 (g) “unregulated counselling professional” means a member 
of the Association of Counselling Therapy of Alberta 
(ACTA). 

Eligibility  
2(1)  Subject to subsection (3) and section 135.9 of the Act, a 
patient is eligible for funding if 

 (a) a complaint is made under section 54 of the Act or 
information is treated as a complaint under section 56 of 
the Act, and 

 (b) the complaint or information in clause (a) is made in 
relation to sexual abuse or sexual misconduct towards that 
patient. 

(2)  A patient who is eligible for funding must submit a request for 
funding in accordance with section 6 or 7, as the case may be, to 
the college that received the complaint or information under 
subsection (1). 
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(3)  To be eligible for funding, a patient must make an initial 
request for funding in the period beginning on the day the 
complaint is made or information is treated as a complaint under 
subsection (1) and ending on the date 5 years after the date on 
which a finding of unprofessional conduct based in whole or in part 
on sexual abuse or sexual misconduct towards that patient is made. 

(4)  If a patient does not make an initial request for funding within 
the period set out in subsection (3), then the patient ceases to be 
eligible for funding. 

Colleges must provide information 
3   Colleges must provide all information needed for a patient 
referred to in section 2(1) to make a request for and access funding. 

Treatment or counselling provided prior to complaint  
4   Funding may be provided for treatment or counselling provided 
prior to the date that the complaint or information referred to in 
section 2(1) is received if the treatment or counselling is provided 
after the date of the incident that is the subject of the complaint or 
information. 

Selecting treatment or counselling providers 
5   A patient who is eligible for funding may select any number, or 
any combination, of the following treatment or counselling 
providers as the patient’s treatment or counselling provider: 

 (a) a regulated health professional; 

 (b) an unregulated counselling professional.  

Conditions for regulated health professional 
6(1)  The following conditions must be met before funding is 
provided for treatment or counselling by a regulated health 
professional selected under section 5(a): 

 (a) the patient must notify the funding college of the name 
and contact information of the regulated health 
professional; 

 (b) the funding college must confirm with the college that 
regulates the health professional that the health 
professional is a regulated member in good standing with 
the regulatory college or was a regulated member in good 
standing with the regulatory college at the time the 
treatment or counselling was provided, as the case may 
be; 
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 (c) the regulated health professional and the patient must each 
provide a written statement to the funding college 
indicating that 

 (i) there is no familial relationship between the 
regulated health professional and the patient, and   

 (ii) any funds received from the funding college will be 
used only to reimburse the provision of treatment or 
counselling to the patient. 

(2)  Funding must not be provided 

 (a) if there is a familial relationship between the regulated 
health professional selected under section 5(a) and the 
patient, or 

 (b) if the regulated health professional selected under section 
5(a) is not in good standing with the college with which 
the regulated health professional is registered. 

Conditions for unregulated counselling professional 
7(1)  The following conditions must be met before funding is 
provided for treatment or counselling by an unregulated 
counselling professional selected under section 5(b): 

 (a) the patient must 

 (i) notify the funding college of the name and contact 
information of the unregulated counselling 
professional, and 

 (ii) sign a document provided by the funding college 
confirming that the patient understands that the 
unregulated counselling professional is not subject to 
professional discipline; 

 (b) the unregulated counselling professional must submit to 
the funding college a written statement attesting that the 
unregulated counselling professional is a member with 
ACTA or was a member at the time the treatment or 
counselling was provided, as the case may be; 

 (c) the patient and the unregulated counselling professional 
must each provide a written statement to the funding 
college indicating that 

 (i) there is no familial relationship between the 
unregulated counselling professional and the patient, 
and 
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 (ii) any funds received from the funding college will be 
used only for the provision of treatment or 
counselling to the patient. 

(2)  Funding must not be provided if there is a familial relationship 
between the unregulated counselling professional selected under 
section 5(b) and the patient. 

Approval or denial of funding 
8(1)  Subject to sections 6(2) and 7(2) and subsection (2), if the 
conditions for funding set out in section 6(1) or 7(1), as the case 
may be, are met, then the funding college must notify the patient in 
writing, as soon as practicable, that the funding request has been 
approved. 

(2)  If the conditions in section 6(1) or 7(1), as the case may be, are 
not met or section 6(2) or 7(2), as the case may be, applies, then the 
funding college must notify the patient in writing, as soon as 
practicable, that the funding request has been denied and the 
reasons why it has been denied. 

Providing funding 
9(1)  If the funding college approves funding under section 8(1), 
the college must provide the funding either directly to the treatment 
or counselling provider who provided the treatment or counselling 
to the patient, or reimburse the patient.  

(2)  In order to receive payment directly under subsection (1), the 
treatment or counselling provider must provide the funding college 
with an invoice, which must include a description and date of the 
service, signed by the provider and the patient. 

(3)  In order to receive reimbursement of payment under subsection 
(1), the patient must provide the funding college with an original 
receipt, which must include a description and date of the service, 
signed by the provider. 

(4)  Funding must be provided within 15 days of the funding 
college receiving  

 (a) an invoice referred to in subsection (2), or 

 (b) original receipts referred to in subsection (3). 

Limitations 
10(1)  Funding must be used only to pay for the treatment and 
counselling provided by a treatment and counselling provider to an 
eligible patient.  
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(2)  Funding must not be used for any other purposes, including 
travel, child care or accommodations. 

Maximum amount of funding 
11(1)  Despite anything in this Regulation, the maximum amount 
of funding that a funding college is required to pay to or for an 
eligible patient may not exceed the equivalent cost of 100 hours of 
psychiatric counselling according to the psychiatrist rate listed in 
the SOMB. 

(2)  Subject to subsection (3), the maximum amount of funding 
referred to in subsection (1) must be calculated from either of the 
following dates, whichever is earlier, using the rates listed in the 
SOMB on that date: 

 (a) the date the complaint is received by the college under 
section 54 of the Act; 

 (b) the date on which the complaints director decides to treat 
information as a complaint under section 56 of the Act. 

(3)  If there are multiple complaints respecting the same incident, 
then the earliest date of complaint must be used to calculate the 
maximum amount of funding. 

(4)  The maximum amount of funding must not change during the 
period a patient is eligible to receive funding irrespective of any 
changes made to the SOMB rates. 

Notification and summary of available funding 
12(1)  Once a patient’s total remaining available funding is $500 or 
less, the funding college must notify the patient of the amount of 
funding remaining within 15 days of the amount reaching $500 or 
less. 

(2)  The funding college must provide the patient every 90 days a 
summary of the amount of funding available to the patient, 
beginning on the day the funding is first paid until the patient’s 
eligibility ceases under section 14. 

(3)  The funding college must issue a notice to the patient when 
there is only 1 year remaining for that patient to be eligible to 
continue to receive funding, including the date that the patient’s 
eligibility for funding expires. 

Recovery of funding 
13(1)  The funding college may recover the cost of funding from 
the regulated member by an action in debt after a finding of 
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unprofessional conduct based in whole or in part on sexual abuse or 
sexual misconduct is made against that member. 

(2)  The funding college may recover the cost of funding from a 
former member by an action in debt after a finding of 
unprofessional conduct based in whole or in part on sexual abuse or 
sexual misconduct is made against that member if the member was 
a regulated member at the time when the sexual abuse or sexual 
misconduct towards that patient by that member occurred. 

Cessation of eligibility for funding 
14(1)  The eligibility of a patient to receive funding must cease on 
any one of the following events, whichever occurs first: 

 (a) the maximum amount of funding referred to in section 11 
is provided to the patient; 

 (b) a hearing tribunal determines that the conduct of the 
regulated member or the former member, as the case may 
be, who is the subject of the complaint does not constitute 
unprofessional conduct based in whole or in part on 
sexual abuse or sexual misconduct; 

 (c) the complaint is withdrawn;  

 (d) 5 years have passed since the date on which the initial 
request for funding was received by the funding college 
under section 2(3); 

 (e) the complaint is dismissed under section 66(3)(b) of the 
Act. 

(2)  The funding college must, within 15 days of the occurrence of 
any of the events referred to in subsection (1)(a) through (d), notify 
the patient in writing 

 (a) that the eligibility of the patient to receive funding has 
ceased, and 

 (b) why the patient is no longer eligible to receive funding. 

Notice of dismissal 
15(1)  If a complaint is dismissed under section 66(3)(b) of the 
Act, the complaints director must notify the patient in writing 
within 15 days of the dismissal. 

(2)  A notice of dismissal under subsection (1) must include the 
following information: 
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 (a) that the eligibility of the patient to receive or continue to 
receive funding has ceased as a result of the dismissal of 
the complaint;  

 (b) that an application for a review of the dismissal of the 
complaint may be made under section 68 of the Act;  

 (c) that, if an application for a review under section 68 of the 
Act is made, the funding college must resume funding 
retroactive to the date of the notification of dismissal and 
the funding may remain in place until the matter is fully 
disposed of under section 68(5) of the Act; 

 (d) the provision of contact information of relevant 
community resources, if any, that may assist the patient in 
seeking alternative supports for treatment or counselling 
in relation to sexual abuse or sexual misconduct. 

Continuity of funding 
16(1)  If a complaint is dismissed under section 66(3)(b) of the 
Act, funding may be requested in accordance with section 6 or 7, as 
the case may be, for any treatment or counselling received by the 
patient prior to the patient’s receipt of the notification under section 
14(2) or 15(1), as the case may be. 

(2)  If an application for review is made under section 68(1) of the 
Act, the funding college must, within 15 days, notify the patient  

 (a) that the eligibility for funding has resumed, and 

 (b) that funding will be reinstated until the matter is fully 
disposed of and concluded. 

(3)  If the application referred to in subsection (2) is successful, the 
funding continues until it ceases in accordance with section 14. 

(4)  If the application referred to in subsection (2) is not successful, 
the patient is no longer eligible to receive funding.  

Coming into force 
17   This Regulation has effect 6 months after the Regulation is 
filed under the Regulations Act. 





Printed on Recycled Paper
*9780779821532*


	Blank Page


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Coated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /None
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /None
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /None
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions false
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines true
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 600
        /LineArtTextResolution 3000
        /PresetName (280 sublima)
        /PresetSelector /UseName
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


